Draft – to be confirmed at Council meeting of 6th February 2012


Minutes of 668th meeting of Toft Parish Council at 7pm on Monday
     9th January 2012 in The People’s Hall, Toft
	
	Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman),Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Elizabeth Dolman, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, and Cllr Rebecca Howling. 
Ten members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).


	12/01

12/02
	Welcome 
Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the 668th meeting of Toft Parish Council.
Apologies 

Cllrs Fiona Whelan (Cambs CC), & Tumi Hawkins (South Cambs DC)

	
	

	12/03
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.


	12/04
12/05  
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

In the absence of County Councillor Fiona Whelan the Chairman read the main items from her report to the meeting.  These were:

· changes to admission numbers at Comberton Village College; 
· annual consultation on school admission arrangements in Cambridgeshire; and

· the meeting to discuss reinstatement of the late Friday night No. 18 bus service from Cambridge to Cambourne.
Members of the public raised several issues, including:   
· the owner of Meridian Golf Club, and her agent who thanked the Council for its support in gaining planning permission for the proposed extension to clubhouse, and advised that they were seeking to build three executive houses on the site of defunct barns to raise money to carry out the works. This would require change of use from offices already approved by South Cambridgeshire DC.

· Queries were raised about the sizes of the proposed play area for primary school aged children and how this would affect football on the recreation ground.        Cllr Howling explained that there was a need to balance the amount of space allocated to football and the amount allocated to play equipment.  It  was intended to retain the goalposts and make provision for  footballers but RoSPA guidance required a 4 metre gap between the football area and play equipment  It was accepted that the area currently allocated for football was sufficient for 4 or 5 a side games for older children. Other members of the public spoke in favour of the need for a more challenging play area for those children who are not interested in football.
To confirm minutes of the meeting of 5th December  2011
The minutes were approved, and signed & dated by the Chairman.

	
	

	12/06
12/07
	Matters arising from previous meetings 
11/103    Finalising Toft Parish Plan

The Clerk advised that he had been queried progress, and would report on developments as soon as possible.
11/136/iv  Transfer of the recreation  

                   ground to Toft PC.

The Clerk advised he was waiting for news from the Council’s solicitor, and would advise the Chairman about 
11/160/iv  Jubilee Celebrations
The Clerk advised he had asked NW Brown brokers to advise on insurance.
11/161/2  S106 agreement 
Meeting arranged for Monday 16th January 2012 at 7pm in People’s Hall.
  Consideration of correspondence  

	12/08
	SCDC Housing Strategy consultation
The Council agreed that no return was required.
South Cambs Arts Awards 2012
Toft PC will make a nomination.            Action: Cllr McCarten 
Cambs CC - footpaths
Extra £300 & 2 gates secured for Toft
SCDC invitation to apply for Community Chest 2011/12  grant

The Council approved a bid being made to complete the completion of the current footpath works.  Action:  Clerk
2012 Training courses - bookings
Cllrs Gouldstone & Howling – Playground risk.   Action:  Clerk to advise on dates.
Finance                                                                                                                          

	
	i) To approve Council payments to 9th January 2012 
Cheque
Payment details
 

Detail
£ gross
£net
£vat
1828
Cambridgeshire CC
Lighting – energy & maintenance charges
740.88
740.88
-
1829
Clerk
Net salary
289.55
289.55
-
1830
HMRC
PAYE – Clerk
72.40
72.40
-
1831
Clerk’s expenses
£109.12  

- Mobile phone

- Stamps

- Paper 
- Goalpost safety hoops

- 50% Laser cartridge

- PC & broadband allowance for Dec 2011
10.50
4.32

3.50

40.80

20.00

30.00

8.75
4.32

3.50

34.80

20.00

30.00

1.75
-

-

6.00

-

-

1832

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Payroll charges for quarters 2 & 3 
33.84
28.20
5.64
1833
Carol Wilmott
Childrens’ Party Food
44.00
44.00
-

1834
Ann Mitchell
Copying “The Calendar” 
172.75
172.75
-
1835
Martin Sebborn
Toft webpage costs
264.15
264.15
-
 

Totals
 

 

1726.69
1713.30
13.39
ii) Latest balance sheet - Circulated. The current account balance at 23/12/2011 was £5554.50. 
iii) To receive the 2011/12 payments spreadsheet to date, and to determine  the budget and precept for 2012/13. 
The Clerk circulated forecast payments for the financial year to date against the proposed budget, and proposed a precept of £17.5k for 2012/13.  Following debate the Council resolved to approve both budget and precept by 4 votes to 3.   
Action:  Clerk to advise SCDC of the increase £2,100 from £15,400 in 2011/12 to £17,500 in 2012/13.  
iv) To  approve Cambridgeshire ACRE as internal auditor for 2011/12
Resolved to approve Cambridgeshire ACRE to undertake the internal audit of the 2011/12 accounts subject to approving the commissioning letter.                                                                Action:  Clerk to draft 

	
	

	
	

	12/09
12/10

	Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Action Priorities:
· Safety on roads  
To receive an update on the application to Cambridgeshire CC’s minor highways improvements scheme.    
Cllr Yeadon referred to the Council’s previous agreement to making an application to Highways of Cambridgeshire County Council to re-inforce the 30 mph speed limit at either end of the village by making changes to the road surface, and adding “gates” to the side of the road.  He had submitted the application.  If this was successful the road and sign works should be completed in 2012, and only require a modest financial contribution of up to £1000 by the Council.   
· Support for Youth                                                

To approve a quotation(s) for a swing, slide & climber; and the design for their layout on the play area. 
Cllr Howling having given a general outline of the scheme in the public session provided councillors with an opportunity to see possible swings, slides and climbers.  Three new pieces of equipment were proposed to provide a more challenging play area for infant & primary school children.

Cllr Howling stated that she intended to seek funding from other sources, in addition to an application to South Cambridgeshire under its Community Facility Grants scheme, in order to maximise the value of the contribution being made by Toft Parish Council.
The Council resolved to approve the £20,000 scheme subject to: 
i)  making a contribution of £5.5k from the recreation budget, obtaining £10,000 grant funding; and using £4.5k from the S106   
agreement for a new dwelling on the edge of the parish; and

      ii) approving the plan for the layout of the play equipment in 

         relation to the football.  
· Support for the elderly in the Village                       
To consider sponsoring Toft Friendship Club events by means of a S137 community grant.  
Cllr Dolman proposed contributing £300 to the cost of the Friendship Club’s coach trip to Sandringham.  The Council agreed.

                                                                  Action:  Cllr Dolman and Clerk                         

2.   Current Business
i) To receive an update on consultation with landowners, and 
consider the quotation(s) for the installation of gates on footpath 2.  
The Clerk reported he had mixed success in that he had succeeded in making contact with the landowners and/or tenant of the land.  Whilst no objections had been received in principle to the new gates one owner had requested a site meeting, and another made it clear that he wanted the S106 agreement on the new community land.

                                                        Action: Clerk to offer a arrange     
ii) To review the 2011 grass cutting contract, and its renewal for the
 coming season, or determine whether to go out to tender for 2012. 
Resolved to renew to 2011 contract.    Action:  Clerk

iii)   To consider an agreed procedure for working parties meeting privately with third parties; their roles and responsibilities; the notice required for any such meeting.  To clarify which working parties are required, how many Councillors should be involved; which Councillor is to take notes at the meeting and report back to full Council.
Clarifying membership, and the Terms of Reference of Working Groups were raised in discussion.  Avoiding decisions being made by email, and ensuring information was shared with all council members were also considered important.  Protocols on how the Council worked, how working group meetings were used, and how emails were used needed to be determined at a later meeting.

                   Action:  Clerk for agenda in February or March.
iv) To discuss possible sites for planting the Jubilee Oak.
As Toft Wood was the practical site that had been proposed following consultation with Graham Norgett and Clive Sinclair - the two new tree wardens - it was agreed to consult with the Woodland Trust as owner of the wood .

                                              Action:  Clerk & Cllr McCarten
      Matters raised by Councillors 
      Cllr Yeadon said he had explored whether the Government’s Rural 
      Community Broadband Fund scheme applied to Toft, and concluded that it 

      did not.  Only the worst 10% of rural areas were eligible to apply for funding. 
      Cllr Gouldstone – Overgrown hedge on School Lane including comments  

                                    on draft letter to residents on partially blocked pavements. 
        The Council approved the wording of an informal letter to be sent to 
        residents who had been the subject of a complaint to explain the need to 
        keep their trees and hedges from blocking pavements in the village.
The meeting ended at 10.15pm.

Date of next meeting:  Monday 16th January to discuss the proposed S106 agreement for the new community land adjacent to 46 High Street.    
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